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that it was not probably owing to his negligence, at
least that way, that he failed: and I have known
cases where that very thing has recommended a
tradesman so much to his creditors, that, after the
ruin of his fortunes, some or other of them have
taken him into partnership, or into employment,
only because they knew him to be qualified for bu-
siness, and for keeping books in particular.

I doubt not that many a tradesman has miscar-
ried by the mistakes and neglect of his books ; for
the losses that men; suffer on that account are not
easily set down; besides, his exactness in this re-
spect may prevent him numberless lawsuits, quar-
rels, and contentions, while he lives ; and, if he dies,
may free his family and executors from many more ;
for many a debt has been lost, many an acount been
perplexed by the debtor, many a sum of money
been actually paid over again, especially after a
tradesman's death, for want of keeping his books
carefully and exactly when he was alive; by which
negligence, if he has not been ruined when he was
living, his widow and children have been ruined
after his decease ; though perhaps, had justice been
done, he had left them in good circumstances, and
with sufficient to support them.

Next to being prepared for death, with respect to
heaven and his soul, a tradesman should be always
in a state of preparation for death, with respect to
his books ; it is in vain that he calls for a scrivener
or lawyer, and makes a will, when he finds a sudden
summons sent him for the grave, and calls his
friends about him to divide and settle his estate:
if his business is in confusion below stairs, his books
out of order, and his accounts unsettled, to what
purpose does he give his estate among his relations,
when nobody knows where to find it ?

As then the minister exhorts us to take care of
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